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52-07-01-01. Procedure. If a North Dakota resident owns a vehicle for
which the resident is unable to obtain a proper certificate of title, the motor vehicle
department will use the following forms and procedures to determine ownership of
a vehicle and issue a certificate of title:

1. A check of the records of the North Dakota motor vehicle department,
as well as the records of other appropriate states, will be conducted to
determine if a certificate of title has previously been issued.

2. If no record of a previous certificate of title is found, the department will
issue a North Dakota certificate of title to the applicant upon receipt of:

a. A notarized bill of sale.

b. A statement of facts from the applicant (Form MVD-139).

c. An inspection of the vehicle by the North Dakota highway patrol
(Form MVD-128).

d. Appropriate title fee, license fees, and motor vehicle excise tax.

3. In all cases where there is no record of a previous title, the department
will check the national crime information center (NCIC) computer to
determine that the vehicle is not listed as a stolen vehicle.

4. If a record of a previous certificate of title is found, the department will
advise the applicant of the name and address of the last owner of the
vehicle but will take no further action to issue a certificate of title. The
applicant must obtain the certificate of title from the last owner or obtain
an order of the court awarding ownership to the applicant.

History: Effective March 1, 1988.
General Authority: NDCC 39-05-20(1)
Law Implemented: NDCC 39-05-20(1)
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